A 


BOROUGH  OF  MARLBOROUGH 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

AND  OF  THE 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

FOR  THE  YEAR 


19  5  2 


BOROUGH  OF 
MARLBOROUGH 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE  YEAR 

/ 

1952 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  the  annual  report  for  1952  011  the 
public  health  of  the  Borough. 

The  population  of  the  Borough  was  estimated  by  the  Registrar 
General  as  5281  during  1952  ;  and  the  excess  of  births  (61)  over  deaths 
(48)  was  13  winch  gives  a  rate  of  natural  increase  of  2.5  per  1000  popula¬ 
tion,  as  against  0.7  in  1951. 

There  were  61  births  (37  male  and  24  female)  which  gives  a  birth 
rate  of  11.5  per  1000  population  (14.09  corrected  for  comparability). 
The  birth  rate  in  the  larger  and  smaller  towns  was  16.9  and  15.5  respect¬ 
ively  and  that  of  England  and  Wales,  15.3  all  per  1000  population.  The 
birth  rate  for  the  administrative  county  was  15.24. 

The  death  rate  based  on  48  deaths  gave  a  corrected  rate  of  9.7 
per  1000  population.  The  greatest  ages  recorded  at  death  during 
1952  in  this  series  was  97  years  (male)  and  96  years  (female).  The  aver¬ 
age  age  at  death  in  the  Borough  at  ages  over  65  years  during  1952  was 
about  78  years  for  males  and  82  years  for  females.  The  death  rate 
for  the  administrative  county,  and  in  England  and  Wales  was  10.18 
and  11. 3  per  1000  population  respectively,  while  the  same  rates  for  the 
larger  towns  was  12. 1  and  for  the  smaller  towns  11.2  per  1000  population. 
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The  infant  mortality  rate  (deaths  in  infants  under  one  year  of 
age)  was  16.4  per  1000  live  births.  This  figure  is  based  on  one  infant 
death  under  one  month  old,  in  61  live  births. 

There  were  no  still  births  recorded  in  the  Borough  during  the 

year. 

The  infant  death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  27.6  in  1952 
and  this  rate  on  the  same  basis  per  1000  live  births,  was  31.2  for  the 
larger  towns,  25.8  for  the  smaller  towns,  and  21.8  for  the  administrative 
county. 

Among  the  deaths  from  special  causes  during  1952,  there  were  8 
(1.5  per  1000  population)  deaths  from  cancer,  and  one  each  from  in¬ 
fluenza  and  pneumonia,  which  gives  a  rate  of  0.2  per  1000  population  in 
each  case  ;  the  corresponding  rates  for  England  and  Wales  were  0.24 
and  0.47  per  1000  population  respectively  in  1952.  Proportional  mor¬ 
tality  rates  for  the  principal  causes  of  death  were  :  heart  and  circula¬ 
tory  diseases,  other  than  coronary  disease  37.5  per  cent.,  cancer  16.7 
per  cent.,  coronary  disease  and  vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous  system 
each  10.4  per  cent.,  pneumonia  and  influenza  together  4.2  per  cent. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  tuberculosis,  pregnancy,  child  birth 
or  abortion  ;  there  was  one  death  from  motor  vehicle  accident. 

Notifications  of  infective  disease  numbered  10  in  1952,  including 
3  in  respect  of  respiratory  tuberculosis  and  one  for  poliomyelitis. 

Incidence  rates  per  1000  population  for  notifiable  diseases  in  the 
Borough  during  the  year  were  :  whooping  cough  0.95,  pneumonia  and 
poliomyelitis  each  0.19  and  pulmonary  tuberculosis  0.59.  The  corre¬ 
sponding  rates  for  England  and  Wales  in  respect  of  the  above-noted 
diseases  were  2.61  for  whooping  cough  ;  poliomyelitis  (paralytic)  0.6  ; 
and  pneumonia,  0.72. 

No  notifications  were  received  in  respect  of  typhoid  fever,  diph¬ 
theria,  food  poisoning,  measles  or  scarlet  fever  during  1952  in  the 
Borough. 

Diphtheria  immunization  figures  for  1952  show  that  61  children 
under  15  years  of  age  were  inoculated  as  compared  with  56  in  1951  and 
77  in  1950.  The  average  number  of  children  under  5  years  of  age  im¬ 
munized  during  the  past  ten  years  is  about  51,  and  the  trend  of  im¬ 
munization  has  remained  practically  constant  throughout  that  period. 

Other  relevant  data  are  to  be  found  in  the  body  of  the  report 
which  is  followed  by  the  report  of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  record  my  appreciation  of  the  assist¬ 
ance  and  co-operation  I  have  received  from  the  staff  and  my  colleagues 
at  all  times. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be , 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

RODERICK  MACKAY. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


June,  1953. 
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Medical  Officer  of  Health 
Senior  Sanitary  Inspector 
Additional  Sanitary  Inspector 


STAFF 

R.  MACKAY,  M.D.,  D.P.H. 

H.  C.  Yeoman,  m.r.san.i.,  m.s.i.a. 
D.  N.  Rowsell,  m.r.san.i.,  m.s.i.a. 


GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  in  acres  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  1496 

Population  mid-1952,  as  estimated  by  the  Registrar 

General  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  Total  5281 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  ....  ....  ....  ....  1485 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  in  1952  : — 

By  Private  Enterprise  ....  ....  ....  ....  6 

By  Local  Authority  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  40 

Rateable  Value  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  £38711 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  ....  ....  ....  ....  £156 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


M. 

E. 

Total 

Live  Births 

37 

24 

61 

Legitimate 

34 

23 

57 

Illegitimate 

3 

1 

4 

Still  Births 

— 

— 

Legitimate 

— 

— 

— 

Illegitimate 

Live  Birth  Rate 

Live  Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  .... 

14- 1 

15- 3 

Number  of  deaths  from  all  causes  .... 

Death  Rate  (corrected)  . 

Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  : — 

23 

25 

48 

9-7 
n  -3 

Total 

— 

1 

1 

Legitimate 

— 

1 

1 

Illegitimate  . 

Infant  Death  Rate  per  1000  live  births 

Infant  Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales 

16.4 

27.6 

NOTE  : 


The  number  of  births,  still-births,  and  deaths  are  those  registered 
during  1952  after  adjustment  had  been  made  for  inward  and  outward 
transfers. 
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BIRTH  RATE  :  INFANT  DEATH  RATE:  TOTAL  DEATH 

RATE ,  etc. — 1952 


Marlborough 

Administrative 

England 

Borough 

County 

and  Wales 

Birth  Rate  (per  1000  pop.) 

14. 1 

15.2 

15.3 

Death  Rate  (per  1000  pop.) 
Death  Rate  of  Infants  under 

9*7 

10.2 

H-3 

1  year  (per  1000  live 
births)  .... 

16.4 

21.8 

27.6 

Death  Rates — Special  Causes 

(per  1000  pop.)  : — 
Tuberculosis  .... 

0.0 

0.17 

0.24 

Cancer  .... 

1-5 

1.6 

Pneumonia 

0.2 

0.5 

0.47 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

The  total  number  of  infectious  diseases  was  seven  as  compared 
with  146  in  1951.  This  figure  includes  one  poliomyelitis. 

Tables  of  the  monthly  notifications  and  ages  involved  are  given 

below. 


TUBERCULOSIS 

Three  notifications  were  received  in  respect  of  repiratory  tuber¬ 
culosis  during  1952.  There  were  no  deaths  from  this  cause  in  the 
Borough  during  the  year.  • 
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NOTIFICATIONS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES,  1952 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS)  1952 


Age  [Years) 

i 

m 

i£5 

1  H  | 

l 

H 

1 

m 

n- 

1  1  1 

1 

i 

m 

CO 

1  I  I 

1 

1 

o 

M 

!  1  r\ 

' 

in 

H 

1  1  I 

1 

i 

o 

H 

1  1  1 

1 

I 

m 

H  |  H 

CM 

1 

^t“ 

H  |  | 

H 

CO 

M  1  1 

H 

1 

<N 

w  1  I 

1 

H  j 

1 

H 

H  ]  | 

H 

, 

° 

1  1  1 

i 

Total 

in  h  h 

! 

1 

Disease 

Whooping  Cough 

Pneumonia 

Poliomyelitis 

TOTALS 
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DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNIZATION  AND  VACCINATION 


These  services  are  rendered  by  the  County  Medical  Officer’s 
department  as  Local  Health  Authority  under  Part  III  of  the  National 
Health  Service  Act,  1946. 

Immunizations  arc  carried  out  at  welfare  clinics,  and  at  schools 
under  the  direct  control  of  the  County  Medical  Officer  by  the  County 
Medical  staff,  and  by  general  medical  practitioners  who  also  perform  all 
vaccinations  against  smallpox  on  a  patient-doctor  basis  by  arrangement. 

The  County  Medical  Officer’s  department  notifies  mothers  when 
the  infant  is  three  months  old,  and  Health  Visitor  ‘  follow  up  ’  acts  as  a 
further  stimulus,  and  also  to  ascertain  whether  consent  is  withheld,  and 
to  supplement  information  about  infants  who  may  have  been  vaccinated 
but  not  recorded  and  so  on.  Birth  notifications  are  used  as  a  basis  for 
conducting  this  enquiry,  and  the  register  is  kept  up  to  date  by  record 
cards  returned  by  the  family  doctor,  supplemented  by  the  Health 
Visitors’  enquiries. 

Despite  these  comprehensive  arrangements  which  work  well  enough 
in  the  case  of  diphtheria  immunization,  vaccination  numbers  remain 
low,  due  undoubtedly  to  antipathy  in  some  cases,  but  probably  mostly 
to  lack  of  appreciation  that  smallpox  is  even  a  deadlier  disease  than 
diphtheria  and  that  only  adequate  immunization  and  vaccination  can 
keep  them  both  effectively  in  control. 

Of  the  61  children  born  in  the  Borough  during  1952,  only  3 6  were 
immunized  before  one  year  of  age.  The  number  immunized  between 
1  and  5  years  was  14,  and  that  between  5  and  15  years  18.  The  total 
number  primarily  immunized  in  the  Borough  during  the  year  was  68. 

There  were  in  addition  64  re-innoculations.  The  total  immun¬ 
ized  population  under  15  years  of  age  is  estimated  at  939  and  the  major¬ 
ity  of  these  were  inoculated  in  the  age  groups  5  to  9  years  (373)  and  10 
to  14  years  (373). 

Diphtheria  immunizations  carried  out  during  the  last  ten  years 
are  as  follows  : — 

Age  Year 


Group 

1933 

'44 

45 

■46 

47 

ns 

’49 

’50 

'5i 

’52 

Total 

Under  5 

3i 

49 

80 

62 

53 

54 

3b 

3b 

65 

50 

5i6 

5—15 

8 

9 

7 

10 

63 

L3 

8 

22 

25 

18 

183 

39 

58 

87 

72 

1 16 

67 

44 

58 

90 

68 

699 

The  total  number  of  births  during  tin's  period  was  750  and  there 
is  thus  a  high  proportion  of  children  under  15  years  of  age  immunized 
against  diphtheria  although  numbers  inoculated  in  the  lower  age  groups 
are  low. 

Vaccinations  for  1952  in  the  Borough  give  a  total  of  47  in  the 
first  year  of  life.  There  were  61  births  in  1952.  The  numbers  vaccina¬ 
ted  over  the  age  of  1  year  are  negligible. 
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HOUSING 


Despite  the  considerable  improvement  in  the  provision  of  hous¬ 
ing  in  1952,  the  difficulty  of  administering  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  in 
regard  to  improvement  remains  ;  there  are  still  not  enough  houses  to 
effect  major  improvements  following  upon  demolition  or  closure  of 
premises.  This  aspect  of  the  matter  has  again  been  stressed  in  the 
Sanitary  Inspector’s  report,  and  action  must  for  the  present  continue 
to  be  directed  to  the  relief  of  overcrowding  and  the  adequate  repairs  of 
premises  in  so  far  as  this  is  possible  in  the  prevailing  circumstances. 


WATER  SUPPLY 

The  public  supply  for  the  town  was  adequate  in  quality  and 
quantity  during  1952.  The  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  has  noted  in  his 
report  the  improvement  in  the  conservation  of  water  during  the  year. 

The  supply  is  satisfactory,  and  bacteriological  and  chemical  analy¬ 
sis  gave  consistently  good  results  in  1952. 


FOOD  SUPERVISION 

No  notifications  in  respect  of  food  poisoning  or  other  infections 
which  could  be  caused  by  contaminated  food  were  received  during  the 
year. 

It  will  be  noted  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  report  that  consider¬ 
able  quantities  of  meat  and  tinned  goods  were  condemned  during  the 
year  unsatisfactory  by  reason  of,  among  other  causes,  tuberculosis  in 
one  instance  in  beef. 


8 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


REGISTRAR  GENERAL’S  RETURN— 1952 


I 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

M. 

F. 

Total 

2 

Tuberculosis,  other 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Syphilitic  disease 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

5 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

6 

Meningococcal  infections 

— 

— 

— 

7 

Acute  poliomyelitis  .... 

— 

— 

— 

8 

Measles 

— 

— 

— 

9 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  disease 

— 

— 

— 

10 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

— 

1 

1 

ii 

,,  ,,  lung-bronchus 

1 

1 

2 

12 

,,  ,,  breast  .... 

— 

— 

— 

13 

,,  ,,  uterus  .... 

— 

— 

— 

14 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

1 

4 

5 

15 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

— 

— 

16 

Diabetes 

— 

— 

— 

17 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

5 

— 

5 

1 8 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

4 

1 

5 

19 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

— 

— 

— 

20 

Other  heart  disease  .... 

2 

11 

13 

21 

Other  circulatory  disease 

1 

4 

5 

22 

Influenza 

1 

1 

23 

Pneumonia 

1 

— 

1 

24 

Bronchitis 

— 

— 

— 

25 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

1 

— 

1 

26 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

1 

— 

1 

27 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

1 

— 

1 

28 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

— 

— 

— 

29 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

1 

— 

1 

30 

Pregnancy;  childbirth,  abortion 

— 

— 

— 

31 

Congenital  malformations 

— 

1 

1 

32 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

2 

2 

4 

33 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

1 

— 

1 

34 

All  other  accidents 

— 

— 

— 

35 

Suicide  .... 

— 

— 

— 

36 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

— 

— 

— 

Total  all  causes 

23 

25 

48 

9 


BOROUGH  OF 
MARLBOROUGH 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 


CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 


FOR  THE  YEAR 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors, 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  fourth  Annual  Report  on  the 
work  carried  out  this  department  for  the  year  1952.  The  tables  and 
statistics  are  set  out  in  accordance  with  the  Ministry  of  Health  Circular 


I  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  the  Medical 
Officer  for  his  guidance,  and  my  staff  for  their  assistance  during  the 
year  1952. 


1  am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen , 

Your  obedient  servant, 

EL  C.  YEOMAN, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector, 


Council  Offices 
1  The  Green, 
Marlborough. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  VISITS 


During  the  year  360  visits  were  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors. 
The  visits  listed  as  Surveyor’s  duties  relate  to  work  in  connection  with 
the  Building  Byelaws.  The  visits  are  summarized  as  follows  : — 


Water  Supply 

13 

Drainage 

30 

Movable  Dwellings .... 

13 

Factories 

9 

Bakehouses  .... 

1 

Refuse  Disposal 

3 

Rodent  Control 

10 

Schools 

1 

Petroleum  .... 

53 

Housing 

28 

Verminous  Premises 

6 

Infectious  Diseases 

8 

Inspection  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods 

34 

Inspection  of  Food  Premises 

12 

Miscellaneous  Sanitary  Visits 

10 

Surveyor’s  Duties  .... 

129 

360 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION 

OF  FOOD 

FOOD  INSPECTION 


The  following  foods  were  condemned  during  the  year  : — 


Tinned  Vegetables 

1 7  lb. 

2  ozs. 

Tinned  Meat  (ex.  Ham) 

24  lb. 

12  ozs. 

Tinned  Milk 

15  lb. 

6  ozs. 

Tinned  Fruit 

216  lb. 

0  ozs. 

Tinned  Soup 

2  lb. 

0  ozs. 

Tinned  Ham 

126  lb. 

15  ozs. 

402  lb. 

3  ozs. 

Beef  ..„  . 

446  lb. 

10  ozs. 

Mutton 

37  lb. 

8  ozs. 

Pork 

276  lb. 

8  ozs. 

Veal  ....  . 

12  lb. 

0  ozs. 

Bacon  .... 

14  lb. 

5  ozs. 

Poultry  .... 

2  lb. 

4  ozs. 

789  lb. 

3  ozs. 

Total : — Tinned  Goods  .... 

402  lb. 

3  ozs. 

Meat  and  Poultry 

789  lb. 

3  ozs. 

The  meat  was  condemned  for  various  reasons,  including  presence 
of  abscesses,  bruising,  bone  taint  and  liver  fluke.  In  one  case  a  calf 
was  condemned  on  account  of  melanosis,  and  a  hindquarter  of  beef  for 
tuberculosis.  The  standard  of  imported  hams  continues  to  be  such  that 
it  was  necessary  to  condemn  over  i  cwt. 

FOOD  PREMISES 

Fewer  inspections  of  Food  Premises  have  been  possible,  but  it 
is  again  satisfactory  to  report  that  the  general  standard  of  cleanliness 
is  high,  and  that  no  statutory  action  against  food  trades  was  necessary. 

FACTORIES 

Nine  inspections  were  made  under  the  Factories  Acts,  mainly 
in  connection  with  means  of  escape  in  case  of  lire. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

Collections  of  house  and  trade  refuse  have  continued  satisfac¬ 
torily,  and  with  the  expansion  of  the  Housing  Estate,  quantities  of 
refuse  are  steadily  increasing.  Disposal  at  Portfields  has  continued 
without  nuisance,  due  largely  to  the  abundance  of  covering  material. 
The  salvage  of  waste  paper,  iron  and  rags  has  been  maintained,  but  the 
fall  in  prices  of  paper  has  now  made  collections  a  doubtful  proposition. 

HOUSING 

Housing  progress  on  the  St.  Margaret’s  Mead  Estate  has  been 
very  satisfactory,  28  houses  and  12  flats  having  been  completed  during 
the  year.  Apart  from  20  temporary  bungalows,  the  number  of  houses 
built  by  the  Council  each  year  since  the  war  is  as  follows  : — 


1947  .  <> 

1948  . 14 

1949  . 18 

1950  . 18 

1951  . 10 

1952  . 40 


106 


At  December,  1952,  there  were  a  further  35  under  construction. 
Steady  progress  was  maintained  in  the  re-housing  of  Tenants  from  The 
Common. 

During  the  year  no  Demolition  Orders  were  made  under  the 
Housing  Act,  1936,  in  fact,  the  acute  shortage  of  housing  accommoda¬ 
tion  restricts  the  use  of  this  Act  very  considerably. 

Under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  8  Informal  Notices  were 
served,  and  with  one  exception,  a  satisfactory  result  was  obtained.  In 
the  remaining  cases  a  Statutory  Notice  was  outstanding  at  the  end  of 
the  year. 
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WATER  SUPPLY 


The  water  supply  for  the  area  continues  to  be  entirely  satisfac¬ 
tory  in  both  quality  and  quantity.  Chemical  and  bacteriological  sam¬ 
ples  have  been  taken  and  the  results  have  shown  the  water  to  be  of  ex¬ 
cellent  quality  and  free  from  any  pollution. 

The  quantity  of  water  consumed  is  now  being  reduced  and  the 
consumption  of  5 7  g.p.h.  per  day  in  December,  1952,  shows  a  remark¬ 
able  improvement  over  the  figure  of  79  g.p.h.  per  day  a  year  ago. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 

Further  extensions  to  the  sewerage  system  have  been  made  on 
the  St.  Margaret’s  Mead  Estate,  and  a  number  of  new  house  connec¬ 
tions  made.  The  disposal  works  are  now  showing  signs  of  overload¬ 
ing,  and  it  is  becoming  increasingly  difficult  to  maintain  effluents  which 
will  satisfy  the  Thames  Conservancy  Board. 

PETROLEUM 

The  number  of  inspections  of  petroleum  installations  has  in¬ 
creased  considerably,  and  a  stricter  control  of  apparatus  and  methods 
has  been  kept.  There  are  26  premises  licensed  to  store  petroleum  spirit, 
as  against  25  last  year.  The  advice  of  the  Fire  Officer  is  now  sought 
on  all  new  installations. 


RODENT  CONTROL 

For  most  of  the  year  arrangements  were  made  with  the  Marl¬ 
borough  and  Ramsbury  R.D.C.  to  have  the  services  of  their  Rodent 
Operator.  This  arrangement,  however,  proved  impracticable  at  cer¬ 
tain  times,  and  a  member  of  the  Council  staff  now  carries  out  all  rodent 
control  as  and  when  required.  Complaints  are  few,  and  the  use  of  War¬ 
farin  has  made  control  of  the  Refuse  Tip  and  Sewage  Works  easier  and 
far  more  effective. 


MOVABLE  DWELLINGS 

There  are  three  movable  dwellings  in  the  district,  in  each  case 
licensed  individually.  There  are  no  licensed  sites. 
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E.  H.  Perkins  and  Son  Ltd., 
Marlborough. 


